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The Time Machine, War of the Worlds, The Invisible Man, and The
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The War of the Worlds
by H. G. Wells [1898]

But who shall dwell in these worlds if they
be inhabited? . . . Are we or they Lords of the
World? . . . And how are all things made for
man?-- KEPLER (quoted in The Anatomy of
Melancholy)

BOOK ONE

THE COMING OF THE MARTIANS
CHAPTER ONE

THE EVE OF THE WAR

No one would have believed in the last years
of the nineteenth century that this world was
being watched keenly and closely by

sl

THE WAR OF THE WORLDS Me

intelligences greater than man's and yet as
mortal as his own; that as men busied
themselves about their various concerns they
were scrutinised and studied, perhaps almost as
narrowly as a man with a microscope might
scrutinise the transient creatures that swarm
and multiply in a drop of water. With infinite
complacency men went to and fro over this
globe about their little affairs, serene in their
assurance of their empire over matter. It is
possible that the infusoria under the
microscope do the same. No one gave a
thought to the older worlds of space as sources
of human danger, or thought of them only to
dismiss the idea of life upon them as
impossible or improbable. It is curious to recall
some of the mental habits of those departed
days. At most terrestrial men fancied there
might be other men upon Mars, perhaps
inferior to themselves and ready to welcome a
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The War of the Worlds
by H. G. Wells [1898]

But who shall dwell in these worlds if they
be inhabited? . . . Are we or they Lords of the
World? . . . And how are all things made for
man?-- KEPLER (quoted in The Anatomy of
Melancholy)
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CHAPTER ONE

THE EVE OF THE WAR
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Herbert George Wells (1866 — 1946) was an English author who,
along with Jules Verne, is considered the “Father of Science
Fiction.” During what was the apex of the industrial revolution, both
men projected burgeoning technology into an inevitable future, all
while telling a great story. Wells turned out a voluminous body of
highly influential science fiction, some of the best of which was:
The Time Machine, War of the Worlds, The Invisible Man, and The
Island of Dr. Moreau - the lot of which he wrote in a mere ten years.
If you add up all the “firsts” in these books it would be daunting,
especially because we haven't gotten very far past time travel, alien
invasion, mad scientists and genetic mutation in the science fiction
of today.

War of the Worlds is an example of Invasion Literature, a highly
popular genre during the turn of the 20th century which depicted
the invasion of Great Britain by foreign armies, or races. This trend
would excite anxieties and imaginations all over the world, and
would foreshadow events of the next century. Wells’ book is a
centerpiece of the canon, and it would predict many elements of
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H.G. Wells coined the term "Martian" for
his super-influential 1898 sci-fi classic War of
the Worlds, in which England is set upon by
spooky "cylinders" from Mars. At first the
aliens looked pretty weak, until they busted
out their gangly black-smoke-shooting tripod
fighting vehicles. This book has left its mark
on fiction, science, and science fiction for
more than a century.
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The War of the Worlds

by H. G. Wells [1898]

But who shall dwell in these worlds if they be inhabited? . . . Are we or they Lords of the
World? . . . And how are all things made for man?-- KEPLER (quoted in The Anatomy of
Melancholy)

BOOK ONE

THE COMING OF THE MARTIANS
CHAPTER ONE
THE EVE OF THE WAR

No one would have believed in the last years of the nineteenth century that this world was
being watched keenly and closely by intelligences greater than man's and yet as mortal as his
own; that as men busied themselves about their various concerns they were scrutinised and
studied, perhaps almost as narrowly as a man with a microscope might scrutinise the transient
creatures that swarm and multiply in a drop of water. With infinite complacency men went to

=]
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intelligences greater than man's and yet as
mortal as his own; that as men busied
themselves about their various concerns they
were scrutinised and studied, perhaps almost as
narrowly as a man with a microscope might
scrutinise the transient creatures that swarm
and multiply in a drop of water. With infinite
complacency men went to and fro over this
globe about their little affairs, serene in their
assurance of their empire over matter. It is
possible that the infusoria under the
microscope do the same. No one gave a
thought to the older worlds of space as sources
of human danger, or thought of them only to
dismiss the idea of life upon them as
impossible or improbable. It is curious to recall
some of the mental habits of those departed
days. At most terrestrial men fancied there
might be other men upon Mars, perhaps
inferior to themselves and ready to welcome a
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The War of the Worlds
by H. G. Wells [1898]

But who shall dwell in these worlds if they
be inhabited? . . . Are we or they Lords of the
World? . . . And how are all things made for
man?-- KEPLER (quoted in The Anatomy of
Melancholy)

BOOK ONE

THE COMING OF THE MARTIANS
CHAPTER ONE

THE EVE OF THE WAR

No one would have believed in the last years
of the nineteenth century that this world was
being watched keenly and closely by
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intelligences greater than man's and yet as
mortal as his own; that as men busied
themselves about their various concerns they
were scrutinised and studied, perhaps almost as
narrowly as a man with a microscope might
scrutinise the transient creatures that swarm
and multiply in a drop of water. With infinite
complacency men went to and fro over this
globe about their little affairs, serene in their
assurance of their empire over matter. It is
possible that the infusoria under the
microscope do the same. No one gave a
thought to the older worlds of space as sources
of human danger, or thought of them only to
dismiss the idea of life upon them as
impossible or improbable. It is curious to recall
some of the mental habits of those departed
days. At most terrestrial men fancied there
might be other men upon Mars, perhaps
inferior to themselves and ready to welcome a
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The War of the Worlds
by H. G. Wells [1898]

But who shall dwell in these worlds if they
be inhabited? . . . Are we or they Lords of the
World? . . . And how are all things made for
man?-- KEPLER (quoted in The Anatomy of
Melancholy)

BOOK ONE

THE COMING OF THE MARTIANS
CHAPTER ONE

THE EVE OF THE WAR
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of human danger, or thought of them only to
dismiss the idea of life upon them as
impossible or improbable. It is curious to recall
some of the mental habits of those departed
days. At most terrestrial men fancied there
might be other men upon Mars, perhaps
inferior to themselves and ready to welcome a
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The War of the Worlds
by H. G. Wells [1898]
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World? . . . And how are all things made for
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